
 

Head Teacher – Simon Brown                                                              Chair of Governors – Chris Robson 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Blaydon West Primary School 

Blaydon Bank 

Blaydon on Tyne 

Tyne and Wear 

NE214PY 

Tel: 01914143286  

  

www.blaydonwestprimary.org 

Teaching and Learning 

in a supportive environment 

where all 

feel valued, happy and 

successful. 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Navigating Online Gaming with Children 

Keeping Online Gaming Fun, Safe, and Balanced for Your Family. 

Many children may have unwrapped new gaming devices, sparking excitement and 
enthusiasm for online gaming. While this is an exciting new hobby for your child, it also 
brings challenges that parents must navigate carefully to ensure the experience is 
enjoyable, safe, and conflict-free. 

Here are some practical tips and insights to help your family embrace online gaming 
responsibly: 

Understand the Spill-over Effect into School Life 

Conflicts or toxic behaviour in online games often spill into school relationships. This can 
result in: 

 Strained Friendships: Arguments or misunderstandings online can lead to 
disputes in person. 

 Distractions in Class: Conversations about gaming during school hours can 
detract from learning. 

 Unresolvable Conflicts: Schools are often ill-equipped to mediate issues that 
originate in online gaming. 

To prevent this, maintain open communication with your child and monitor their 
interactions. Encourage them to discuss any gaming-related issues they face and help 
them resolve conflicts constructively. 

Establish Healthy Boundaries from the Start 

 Set Time Limits: Define clear rules around when and how long your child can play. 
This can help prevent gaming from interfering with schoolwork, family time, or 
sleep. Tools like parental controls on consoles or apps like Google Family Link can 
help enforce limits. 

 Create Device-Free Zones: Designate certain areas or times of day as gaming-
free to encourage offline activities and quality family interactions 

 



Prioritize Safety and Privacy 

 Review Game Content: Ensure the games your child plays are age-appropriate by 
checking their ratings (e.g., ESRB, PEGI) and researching in-game features like 
chat or user-generated content. 

 Enable Parental Controls: Use built-in settings to limit online interactions, block 
inappropriate content, and manage purchases. 

 Teach Privacy Awareness: Emphasise the importance of not sharing personal 
information, such as their real name, address, or school, with strangers online. 

Address Toxic Behaviour 

 Discuss Online Etiquette: Talk to your child about treating others with respect 
online and recognizing inappropriate behaviour. 

 Monitor Chat Features: Be aware of in-game communication channels. Consider 
disabling voice or text chat in games known for toxic communities. 

 Know How to Report: Teach your child how to block or report players who engage 
in unacceptable behaviour. 

Stay Engaged 

 Ask Questions: Show interest in what they’re playing. Ask about their favourite 
games, what they enjoy, and any challenges they face. 

 Stay Informed: Familiarize yourself with the games your child is playing, including 
their potential risks and benefits. 
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